
NURSING
C A R E E R  P A T H W A Y

PRIOR TRAINING
CERTIFICATION
HIGH SCHOOL

CERTIFICATE DIPLOMA ASSOCIATE DEGREE BACHELORS DEGREE

Certified Nurse Aide*
Students can take CNA
classes in high school or
while working on a high
school credential in Adult
Education.

Certified Nurse Aide*
12-16 weeks, 1 semester

Jobs/Wages
Nursing Assistant, $16/hr
Home Health Aide, $12/hr

Licensure
Students who are
successful on the state
competency exam are
listed on the NC Nurse
Aide Registry with the
Division of Health
Services.

Practical Nursing
Diploma
44 credits, 3 semesters

Jobs/Wages
Licensed Practical Nurse,
$24/hr

Licensure
Graduates are eligible to
apply to take the NCLEX-
PN exam.

Associate Degree
Nursing**
71 credits, 5 semesters

Jobs/Wages
Registered Nurse,
Critical Care Nurse,
Acute Care Nurse
 $32/hr

Licensure
Graduates of the ADN
program are eligible to
apply to take the NCLEX-
RN exam.

Bachelors of Science-
Nursing
120+ credit hours

Many of the universities
in the  North Carolina
System offer RN to BSN
programs. 

Jobs/Wages
Registered Nurse, $32/hr
($65,745 annually)
Health Care Manager,
$35/hr ($69,789
annually)

*Coursework that can be done in high school. 
**Apprenticeships are available for this program.

Job & Wage data provided by Career Coach.
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